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SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY:
ADAPTING TO CHANGE

Key facts and figures about Canada’s forests and forest sector

r38%

land area.

avout 270 million ha, F

or /8%, ot Canada's forests are
located in the boreal zone.

Canada’s forests are Important to Canadlans, the economy and the environment
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According to the last
census (2016), over
70% of Ingigenous people in
Canada live in or near forests.

In 2019, Canada's forest
sector contributed

$23.7 billion

to Canada’s nominal GDP.

In 2018, the forest sector
directly employed

204,555 people

Canada's boreal wetlands.
represent nearly

20% of the
world’s wetlands.

168 million ha

By law, all forests harvested on public lands must be regenerated.

Canada’s forests and the forest sector are changing

Tonnes

1950 1999

Between 1950 and 1999,
the arca burned annually in the
North American boreal zone
rrore than doubled

1990 2019

In Canada, newsprint production

declined 70%

from 9 million tonnes in 1990 to
2.7 million tonnes in 2019 because
of increased global compatition
from other low-cost producers and
the increase of digital medlia.

Advanced bio-based products
are expected to make up

50% of consumer

products by 2050

Canada's forest sector is adapting to change

Area (ha)

16,391,000

Area burned
(2019) 1,843,000

748,000

Area defocested
(2018)

34,000

Percent of
forest area (%)

47%
05% New technology:

WildFireSat, a satellite
built specifically
to monitor wildfires.

0.2%

0.01%

In 2025, Canada will launch

New management
strategles: Foresters
are starting to replant harvested
sites with trees better adapted
to future climate conditions,

Canada’s forest sector supports the transition toward net-zero emissions

New techniques:
Mass limber is an innovalive
low-carbon, sustainable
building material that allows
the corstruction of taller and
larger buildings.
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New products:

Forest biomass is refined into advanced
biomalerials and biochemicals for use in
health care, pharmaceutical, food and
packaging applications. It could be the
rayon shirt you are wearing, the
compostable container for your take-out
food, or one of your ice cream Ingredients.

New energy:

Forest biomass is the
second-larges! source of
renewable energy after
hydroelectricity, providing both
heat and electricity to industry
and communities (2017).
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